
PERSONALIZED  
INVESTING  
AT SCALE®



Retail clients have historically looked to financial advisors for 
personalized investment and tax strategies. They expect their advisor 
to construct a portfolio that is aligned with their values and investment 
preferences and designed to attain their unique goals. And, regardless 
of the size of their account, they want to minimize tax liabilities and 
adapt their portfolio as market dynamics change.

These are all reasonable expectations. But the fact is, many advisors 
may lack the time, resources and technology to execute on them 
individually for each client account.

Vestmark VAST® changes that.

It’s one of the advisory industry’s 
long-standing challenges



VAST makes personalization scalable

Putting the advisor  
in control

VAST’s streamlined, rules-based solution places 
advisors at the center of the client relationship 
and enables them to maintain control of all 
personalization inputs.

   The VAST investment team ensures that 
portfolios reflect the advisor’s directives, 
continuously balancing the trade-off between 
achieving target returns and minimizing  
tax impacts.

   VAST assumes administrative functions, 
including account set-up, maintenance, 
rebalancing and performance reporting, and 
providing the data necessary for client reviews.

   Accounts can be opened easily with cash  
or transferred-in securities so strategies can  
be deployed quickly, for both new and  
existing accounts.

Capturing the direct  
indexing opportunity

By combining the potential benefits of index 
exposure and individual stock ownership, direct 
indexing in a separately managed account 
(SMA) can offer advantages not normally 
available from mutual funds and traditional ETFs:

Tax alpha
Direct indexing provides a unique opportunity  
to create tax alpha through ongoing active tax 
management—not just in down markets but  
throughout the year.

Personalization
Ownership of individual securities gives clients 
greater potential to invest according to their 
personal objectives, preferences and values 
and to potentially improve after-tax returns.

Content screens
Direct indexing makes it easy to tailor the 
strategy away from specific industries or sectors, 
or to exclude business types that the client 
wants to avoid.

VAST is a breakthrough portfolio management solution delivering the power of personalized 
investing and individual tax management. From a single automated dashboard, advisors can 
easily craft individualized, multi-asset, tax-efficient portfolios for each client. VAST handles 
ongoing investment and tax management functions so that advisors can focus on their clients. 
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A world of investment options

Personalized Portfolios

VAST enables advisors to implement 
personalized tax management strategies, 
accommodate unique objectives, and  
activate client-driven security or industry/sector 
screens.

Focused Index Portfolios

For Focused Index Portfolios, advisors choose 
from an exclusive roster of model SMAs,  
based on indices developed by S&P Dow 
Jones Indices, to create a recommended asset 
allocation for each client’s portfolio. These 
portfolios typically have fewer holdings and 
lower minimum account sizes.

VAST offers the advisor a simple dashboard to construct multi-asset portfolios using a wide 
range of investment vehicles. These could include index-based or active SMAs, ETFs, mutual 
funds and individual securities. Advisors can choose to create either a fully customizable 
Personalized Portfolio or a more simplified Focused Index Portfolio. In either case, VAST enables 
the advisor to connect quickly and seamlessly to all major custodians.
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The paramount 
importance of tax 
management

Vestmark supports over $1.5 trillion  
in managed account assets across  
millions of accounts.1

$1.5T$1.5T
1. As of 6/30/2022.

ABOUT VESTMARK

Since 2001, Vestmark has been a leading 
source of portfolio management, rebalancing 
and trading solutions, and outsourced services 
for wealth managers and investment advisors. 
Our technology platform streamlines workflows, 
saves time for advisors and helps drive business 
growth. Headquartered in Wakefield, MA, 
Vestmark’s team of over 400 employees 
includes software engineers, implementation 
specialists, business strategists and visionaries.

Most investors interested in using direct 
indexing are focused on the tax advantages. 
VAST enables more direct control over the 
realization of gains and helps capture the 
benefits of tax losses in individual portfolios.

   Maintaining tax-lot-level detail on securities 
a client owns presents opportunities to 
capture tax losses as they materialize. 
Harvested tax losses can offset realized 
capital gains, potentially improving the after-
tax performance of a client’s entire account.

   Major life events can either inject new funds 
into a portfolio or require a distribution of 
funds. VAST can tax-optimize these events 
to match a client’s needs in a range of 
scenarios, such as: 
–  gradually diversifying a concentrated 

position,
– making a significant charitable donation, or
–  funding the purchase of a vacation 

property.



Take your business  
to the next level

Learn more about how Vestmark VAST can 
help you provide personalized investing and 
tax management at scale. 

Contact Us:

Email: vast@vestmark.com
www.VestmarkVAST.com
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Vestmark Advisory Solutions, Inc. (“VAS”), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Vestmark, Inc., is an investment advisor registered with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission (“SEC”). VAS acts as a paid sub-advisor and/or overlay portfolio manager offering VAST and tax optimization services. 
Registration does not imply a certain level of skill or training. VAS has its principal place of business in Wakefield, MA. Investing involves risk. The 
value of an investment will fluctuate over time, and an investor may gain or lose money. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns and 
individual investor results will vary. Please consult our full disclosure document for a discussion of risks related to the services provided by VAS. 

S&P Focused Indices are products of S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC or its affiliates (“SPDJI”) and have been licensed for use by Vestmark, Inc. and 
its affiliates (collectively, “Vestmark”).  Standard & Poor’s® and S&P® are registered trademarks of Standard & Poor’s Financial Services LLC (“S&P”); 
Dow Jones® is a registered trademark of Dow Jones Trademark Holdings LLC (“Dow Jones”); and these trademarks have been licensed for use by 
SPDJI and sublicensed for certain purposes by and Vestmark. VAST Focused Index Portfolios are not sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by 
SPDJI, Dow Jones, S&P, or their respective affiliates, and none of such parties make any representation regarding the advisability of investing in 
such product(s) nor do they have any liability for any errors, omissions, or interruptions of the S&P Focused Indices.

©2023 Vestmark, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part in any form or medium without express written permission is prohibited. 
Vestmark, VAST, and the Vestmark icon are registered trademarks. Other trademarks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. 
Vestmark believes that the information in this publication is accurate as of its publication date; such information is subject to change without notice.
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